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The 
Protagonist

One introvert. One bicycle. Two Americas. 24,000 miles. 
A world of infinite kindness and experiences.

Radu is no hero. He is a Romanian immigrant, graduating a top 
Canadian University, facing a generational dilemma: what do I do 
with my life?  

His short stature, high-pitched voice, thick glasses and 
introverted nature make him an unlikely adventurer. Behind his 
unimpressive appearance lies a traumatic past, self-doubt, 
hypochondria, and a sense of not belonging. While his peers rush 
toward secure software jobs, Radu makes a decision that leaves 
everyone in awe. 

With minimal gear, no training, and no money, he embarks on a 
solo adventure across the two continents – a journey that would 
transform the anxious outsider into a seasoned explorer. 

The 
Documentary
๏ Feature-length documentary, blending adventure, 

personal transformation and cross-cultural human 
connection 

๏ Style: entertaining, dynamic, inspirational, emotionally 
resonant, combining Radu’s genuine archive with high 
production value (newly shot footage) and voice-over 

๏ Director: Andrei Dăscălescu 
๏ Production company: Filmlab Romania 
๏ Planned premiere: mid-2026 
๏ Languages: English, Romanian, Spanish, Portuguese 
๏ Keywords: Adventure, Transformation, Journey, 

Resilience, Courage, Discovery, Connection, Emotion, 
Trust, Kindness, Belonging, Vulnerability 



The 
Adventure
๏ From Deadhorse, Alaska, to Ushuaia, Argentina 
๏ Crossing ALL the countries on the two continents 
๏ 3 years, 2 months and 18 days on the road 
๏ 21,471 miles pedaled plus 2,547 miles on Amazon boats 
๏ 7 of the highest volcanoes climbed 
๏ 5 near-death situations 
๏ 4 robberies 
๏ 2 crashes 
๏ countless friends on the way

Just before graduation, Radu's hope for a romantic connection is shattered. The 
disappointment adds to a life marked by his mother's emotional absence, his 
stepfather's violence, and a profound lack of validation.  

He initially plans a 9-month trip to prove his worth to himself and others. But as he 
battles extreme physical challenges and profound loneliness, the journey transforms 
him: the road becomes his refuge and addiction. He discovers meaning in the nomadic 
life itself, with strangers offering the genuine warmth and acceptance his family never 
provided. Abandoning his original timeline, he decides to zigzag across the Americas 
indefinitely, instead of racing toward an endpoint that holds no promise. 

Radu endures blizzards and scorching heat, goes through multiple robberies, is chased 
by a grizzly bear, and even pushes himself to climb seven of the highest volcanoes on his 
route. He usually sleeps in his tent, or shelters in abandoned buildings or post offices, 
but strangers often welcome him into their homes, firefighting stations, restaurants, 
and even – once – in a jail cell. His entire journey comes to rely on the kindness of 
strangers, with these “guardian angels” appearing every time when all hope seems lost. 

Just when it seems he might keep riding forever, an unexpected online romance gives 
him a reason to finally head to Ushuaia. The Radu who completes this extraordinary 
journey, however, bears little resemblance to the frightened young man who began it – 
no longer running from life, but racing toward it, ready for whatever comes next.

RADU’S ROUTE CROSSES THROUGH ALL 
THE COUNTRIES OF THE TWO AMERICAS



This film is not about an exceptional hero, born for adventure, or about an athlete 
destined for greatness. It's about a vulnerable, ordinary young man, carrying the 
weight of alienation and family trauma – someone with whom many of us will relate.  

Radu begins as someone who we can easily recognize: socially awkward, introverted 
and heartbroken. There is nothing in his background, physical appearance, or 
emotional makeup that would predict his capacity to endure the epic journey ahead. 
That makes his transformation all the more powerful, and his adventure all the more 
inspiring.  

His metamorphosis can speak to the untapped potential within all of us, revealing what 
we might accomplish when we have the guts to step beyond our comfort zones.  

It all starts with one hesitant, terrifying step into the unknown.

Radu’s transformation is visible throughout his own footage: he starts off 
hesitant and cringey, doing multiple takes of the most mundane scenes, 
imitating what he thinks an adventurer should sound like. His early videos 
reveal his discomfort both with himself and with being on camera – forced 
smiles, rehearsed lines and a palpable anxiety about how others might perceive 
him.  

As the journey progresses, this self-consciousness gradually melts away. The 
camera becomes less a performance tool and more a confidant. By the end, 
Radu shares genuine vulnerabilities, and captures moments of raw emotion 
without concern for how they might appear, mirroring his broader 
transformation into a young man comfortable enough in his own skin, to simply 
be himself.  

Funnily enough, even his eyesight improves, losing the thick glasses that once 
defined his appearance – as clear a metaphor as one could ask for. 

The Inner Journey



RADU CYCLED EXACTLY 

21,471 MILES, NOT 

COUNTING BOATS OR 

OTHER MEANS OF 

TRANSPORTATION 

At the heart of Radu's transformation lies the unexpected tapestry of human kindness he discovers, mile after mile. In a world increasingly 
defined by conflict and division, Gone Guy offers a powerful reminder that compassion and generosity still flourish throughout the world, 
despite the constant stream of disheartening news filling our daily lives. Radu – with his incredible tenacity, constant smile and infectious 
optimism – inspires us to trust humanity more, at a time when many of us struggle to maintain hope. 

While not shying away from the difficult realities of Radu’s journey and background, the film maintains a feel-good tone throughout, balancing 
heavier moments with humor, breathtaking landscapes and heartwarming human connections. 

His story challenges us to recognize the healing power of vulnerability in a culture that often rewards its opposite. Through his eyes, we 
rediscover what many have forgotten: that beneath our superficial divisions lies a shared humanity capable of extraordinary compassion – a 
truth we desperately need in today's fragmented world. 

We aim to tell this remarkable story in a way that is inspiring, endearing and deeply emotional, creating an experience that not only 
entertains but, also, gently reminds us of our shared capacity for kindness across all borders and differences.

Why we all 
need this film



The Unique Angle

Radu’s Footage: Radu was quite thorough in documenting his own journey, with footage that varies in quality, but remains 
consistently raw and unfiltered. There is a visible transformation in both filming style and self-presentation throughout the three years – 
evolving from a rehearsed, wannabe adventurer to finding his genuine voice. In his own videos, Radu talks to his camera in Romanian, while 
dialogues are in English, Spanish and Portuguese – these last two languages Radu learns on the road, and practices in Tinder chats. 

The Reflections: A voice-over based on journal entries will gradually reveal Radu’s complex past, childhood traumas, and evolving 
perspectives on freedom and happiness. These reflections will provide the emotional context behind his physical journey. Recorded initially 
in English, Radu's fluency in Spanish, Portuguese and French offers the unique opportunity to create versions for international markets. 

The People: The director tracked down and interviewed some of the most fascinating people who helped Radu, discovering that not 
only had they briefly met Radu, but that Radu had a deep impact on their lives, inspiring them in ways that he himself never imagined. 
These encounters showcase the Americas' extraordinary cultural diversity – from indigenous communities to urban families – all 
connected by the same thread of human kindness that transcends any boundaries. 

The Present Time: Casual conversations between Radu and Andrei (the director) bridge narrative gaps and reveal the 
documentary-making process, while following a touching parallel story: Radu preparing his first-ever home for his new life with Irina. 

The Love Story: In a Hollywood-worthy twist, Radu's journey concludes with an unexpected romance that finally gives him reason to 
stop wandering. His online relationship with Irina blossoms into a lasting partnership – the emotional anchor he had spent a lifetime (plus 
two continents) searching for. 

These five narrative threads weave together seamlessly throughout the film, creating a dynamic 
visual rhythm that shifts between raw, first-person footage, cinematic landscapes, intimate interviews, 
and present-day reflections. Pure adventure is balanced with introspection, humor with emotional depth, 
and the solitude of open roads with the warmth of human connection. All with the main purpose of 
making Radu’s adventure be as emotional, relatable, inspirational and entertaining as possible.



The Director
Drawing from his acclaimed background in personal documentary filmmaking, IDFA-awarded 
director Andrei Dăscălescu brings remarkable sensitivity, intimacy and emotion to every human 
story he tells. In Gone Guy, the universal themes of belonging, trust, and transformation align 
perfectly with Andrei's artistic interest and strength, while the complex emotional terrain of Radu's 
experience provides an ideal canvas for his nuanced approach to storytelling.  
Having developed a deep connection with his subject, Andrei is uniquely positioned to capture both 
the external adventure and the more subtle inner journey that makes this story so compelling.



The Audience

Selling Points
๏ Relatable Protagonist: an ordinary, vulnerable young 

man with whom audiences can instantly identify 

๏ Timely Message: a powerful reminder of human 
kindness and connection in a world increasingly divided 
by conflict and digital isolation 

๏ C o m i n g - o f -A g e : a r e a l - t i m e , t h r e e - y e a r 
metamorphosis from insecure introvert to confident 
explorer 

๏ Epic Journey: a 24,000-mile bicycle expedition 
through every country in North and South America, 
filled with breathtaking landscapes, unexpected 
challenges, and meaningful encounters 

๏ Cultural Mosaic: a vivid, authentic portrayal of the 
Americas' extraordinary diversity, through genuine 
encounters with people from vastly different walks of 
life 

๏ Hollywood-Worthy Romance: a heartwarming 
conclusion, as an online relationship blossoms into 
lasting, real-world partnership 

๏ Dynamic and Audience-Oriented: a compelling 
rhythm blending adventure, reflection and music to 
create a rich, immersive experience 

๏ Male Vulnerability: a refreshing and necessary 
portrayal of emotional openness (in men) – both 
empowering and inspiring 

๏ Mental Health: overcoming trauma and anxiety 
through alternative means

Gone Guy is a cinematic odyssey that speaks to both the 
dreamers and the doers – those who explore the world from 
their couches, and those who chase it one mile at a time.  

It’s a journey anyone can imagine taking, yet remarkable 
enough to inspire even the most seasoned adventurers. 

From the disillusioned soul searching for purpose, to the 
thrill-seeking cyclist planning their next challenge, our film 
resonates across all borders – emotional, cultural and 
geographical. 

At a time when our faith in each other is wearing thin, Gone 
Guy reminds us of the quiet power of kindness, courage, 
connection, and the open road. 



Development [completed]: Andrei reviewed and organized over 60 hours of original journey footage, and recorded a 17-hour in-depth 
interview with Radu. Together, they co-wrote the documentary script. The project participated in the year-long Ex Oriente Film workshop, 
organized by the Institute of Documentary Film, benefiting from the feedback from internationally renowned documentary experts. Andrei 
identified the most compelling characters from Radu's encounters, and the team successfully tracked them down. 

Production [ongoing]: Andrei is capturing reflections from these secondary characters – not only about their interactions with Radu, 
but also about their own lives, backgrounds, and personal challenges – to create a rich portrait of the Americas’ cultural diversity and human 
kindness. Current priorities include crafting Radu's voice-over narration and filming the present-day sequences – both essential elements 
for connecting all narrative threads. 

Editing [ongoing]: Working parallel to production, our editing process identifies key moments where the external journey transitions to 
Radu's inner transformation, incorporating narration, childhood archives, reconstructions, and present-day footage. Our veteran editor is 
weaving these diverse layers together, with a target completion for the first assembly by next autumn. 

Financing and Partnerships: Having secured over 50% of the budget domestically, we are seeking international partners who can not 
only help close the financial gap but – more importantly – contribute to maximizing the project's artistic quality and global audience reach. 

We aim to bring Gone Guy to festivals and theatres starting mid-2026.

Project Status



VIOREL CHESARU 
[postproduction manager] 
Viorel and Chainsaw Europe studio 

are committed to handle all of our 

project’s postproduction needs.

ANDREW MARICA 
[composer] 
Musician whose songs are just the 
right match for our film. Give him a 
listen on Spotify!

ALIN ZĂBRĂUȚEANU 
[sound designer, composer] 
Sound designer and musician, incredibly 

versatile artist, having played with 

sounds and music all of his life.

MARIA DRELCIUC 
[assistant director] 
Multilingual and all-around smart-
ass, Maria is one of the biggest film 
nerds we’ve ever known.

LIGIA CIORNEI 
[producer] 
Young and enthusiastic producer 

joining Andrei in his company, 

Filmlab. She is also a fiction director.

RADU PĂLTINEANU 
[co-writer, protagonist] 
Radu is actively engaged in making 
the film, driven by a genuine desire 
to inspire others through his story.

ANDREI DĂSCĂLESCU 
[director, co-writer, producer] 
Andrei has 20 years experience in 
documentary filmmaking, from 
producing and directing to teaching.

Our Team

MIRCEA LĂCĂTUȘ 
[editor] 
One of the most experienced 
Romanian film editors, with over 30 
years on the job.



Get a taste of Radu’s adventure and Andrei’s filmmaking by watching our video teaser! 
https://vimeo.com/filmlabromania/goneguy

The Teaser

https://vimeo.com/filmlabromania/goneguy


Contact
If you found our project convincing and want to learn more 
or get onboard, please get in touch!  

Andrei Dăscălescu  
+40 727 346 666 | andrei@filmlab.ro 

Ligia Ciornei  
+40 745 520 510 | ligia@filmlab.ro 

mailto:andrei@filmlab.ro
mailto:ligia@filmlab.ro
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